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Northwest Territories General Election

Election How-to Kit

The Northwest Territories general election will be held
October 3, 2011. Elections are about making our ideas
and opinions heard. They are about participating in the
democratic process that is our right as a resident of the
NWT and of Canada. Voting is the most important way
“

of doing that.

Elections come with their own vocabulary, jargon and challenges. They can be
intimidating to a learner who is not familiar with the process. Elections are also a

great opportunity to build literacy skills.

This Election How to Kit includes literacy activities that you can do with adult

learners around the election. There are suggestions for activities that will:

o Inform learners

J Help learners realize that their voice and vote count

J Develop vocabulary used in elections

o Encourage learners to take an active role in the upcoming election

There is also a section on Learners Take Action for Literacy that gives suggestions
for ways that learners can lobby candidates around the issue of literacy and

essential skills in their community and constituency.

Have fun!
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Election Resources

e Elections NWT http://www.electionsnwt.ca/ On this website you will find:

o Guide for Voters

o Guide for Candidates and Official Agents

Elections NWT

3rd Floor, YK Centre East

#7, 4915-48th Street

Yellowknife NT X1A 354

Telephone: (867) 920-6999 or 1-800-661-0796
Fax: (867) 873-0366 or 1-800-661-0872
Website: http://www.electionsnwt.ca
Email: electionsnwt@gov.nt.ca

e Each community will have a returning officer that you can get information
from. Check the Elections NWT website for information on who the
returning officer is in your community and then check with that person for
more information or invite them in as a guest speaker.

http://www.electionsnwt.ca/returning_officers.html.

e [can vote! A user-friendly guide to voting in Canada. Available free from

Elections Canada at http://www.elections.ca/vot/yth/res/gen/can/icv_e.pdf.

__\’:f_‘
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Election Simulation Kit

This simulation kit contains everything you need to set up a practice polling
station and go through the steps of voting. There is also a blank list of

electors, tally sheet and ballot at the end of this guide.

e 1 ballot box e 3 pencils

e 1 voting screen e 2 samples of a folded ballot
e 4 short seals e 1 sample of marked ballot
e 2long seals papers

e 1 polling station pennant e 1 template for blind voters

e 2 straightedges

The Election Simulation Kit is available for free from Elections Canada:

Elections Canada

Public Enquiries Unit

Elections Canada

257 Slater Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0M6

Telephone: 1 800 INFO-VOTE (1 800 463-6868)

Fax: (613) 954-8584

Toll Free Fax 1-888-524-1444
http://www.elections.ca/vot/yth/res/tea/mas/chomas _e.pdf

-‘\U“
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Voting Quiz
How much do you know about voting in the NWT? Take this quiz to find out.
Then, read the information on the next three pages and take the quiz again to see

how much you’ve learned.

1) In order to vote, you must have:
a) Lived in the NWT for the past 3 years
b) Lived in the NWT for the past 6 months
c) Lived in the NWT for the past year

2) Which is not valid ID for voting in the NWT?
a) A firearms possession/acquisition certificate and a power bill
b) An NWT driver’s license
c) A fishing license

d) A status card and a bank statement

True or False?
3) Everyone in the NWT needs to register to vote before September 24,
4) If you are going to college or university in the south during the election,
you can’t vote.
5) Even if you aren’t on the voters list, you can still register on Election Day.
6) You must have a driver’s license in order to vote.

7) You can register to vote online.

NWT Literacy Council
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Who Can Vote?

You can vote if:
¢ You are a Canadian citizen
e You are 18 years old or older

e You have lived on the NWT for the last 12 months

If you were temporarily outside of the NWT for schooling, work or medical
treatment in the last 12 months, you are still considered a resident of the NWT

and can vote.

How Do I Register?

If you voted in the last territorial election and have not moved or changed your
name, you are already on the list of voters. You should register to vote if:

¢ You have moved since the last election.

¢ You have changed your name.

e You moved to the NWT before October 34, 2010.

e You have turned 18 since the last election.

There are 3 ways to register to vote:

Option 1: Register Online

Register online at www.electionsnwt.ca or call 1-800-661-0796 before August 26,

2011.
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Option 2: Contact your Returning Officer

Contact your returning officer between September 5% and 14t to update your

name or address.

Option 3: Register at the Polls

You can register to vote at the polls as long as you have proper ID. However,

this is not the best option because it slows down voting for you and others.

What Do I Need to Vote?

In order to vote at the polls, you will need:

Option 1: a valid NWT driver’s license or GIC with your current address on it

Option 2: proof of identity and proof of residency

Here are all the things you can use as proof of identity:

NWT driver’s license

GIC

Status card

Birth certificate

Health card

Passport

Fishing, trapping or hunting

license

NWT Literacy Council
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Social Insurance Number Card
Old Age Security (OAS) Card
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e (Canadian Blood Services card °
e CNIB ID bracelet
e Bracelet - long-term care

facility

Student Card from an
accredited college or

university

Here are all the things you can use as proof of residency:

e Utility bill (i.e. phone, heating .

fuel) o
e Bank statement J
e C(redit card statement J
e Vehicle ownership J
e [EI Statement .
e Disability statement .
e Income Support statement °

e Child Tax Benefit Statement

e Pension statement

Government cheque stub
Residential lease

Mortgage or lease agreement
Income tax assessment
Property Tax Assessment
Home insurance policy
Affidavit

Letter issued by a shelter,
elders’ home or long-term care

facility

Option 3: You take an oath, and someone else who is on the voters list in the

same polling division and who has proper ID vouches for you.

Answers: 1.C 2.C 3.F 4F 5T 6.F 7. T
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Election Survey

Read each question and check off “yes’ or ‘no.” If you answered ‘no’ to some of
these statements, there are activities in this kit that will help you learn more
about elections.

Note: You will have to use this survey closer to election time.

1. ITknow who the candidates are in the upcoming OYes O No
election.
2. Iam registered to vote in this election. OYes O No
3. I know the name of the constituency I live in. OYes O No
4. Iknow where to vote. (my polling place) OYes O No
5. I'know the important issues in this election. OYes O No
6. I know where to go if I have questions about the OYes O No
election.
7. I know how to make a difference in the election. OYes O No
8. Ibelieve my vote can make a difference. OYes O No
9. Iunderstand how elections work. OYes O No
10.I am planning to vote in the upcoming election. OYes QNo

NWT Literacy Council
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Election Vocabulary

Elections come with a lot of jargon and special vocabulary. Here are some words
that you will see related to elections. As you work through the election activities

you will come across words that are not familiar to you. Look these words up in

the dictionary and write down their definitions.

, When people vote to choose who will represent them in
Election
government.
Ballot A form you mark when you vote.
A short way of writing Member of the Legislative
MLA
Assembly.
Candidate A person who is running for election.
Eligible To be allowed to do or get something.
Register To sign up; to get on an official list.
Campaign The work people do to get someone elected.
Polling Place The place where you go to vote.
Spoiled ballot A ballot that has been torn or marked incorrectly
An election cheer or saying that sums up what the
Slogan candidate is saying and helps the people remember who
the candidate is.
Register of electors | A list of people who are eligible to vote in an election.
, The area or district that you vote in. Also known as a
Constituency S qe
riding.

-‘\U“
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Election Vocabulary (continued)

_—cj_‘
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Election Word Search

Circle the vocabulary words in the word search below. The words may go down

or across. Check them off the list as you find them.

B A L L @) T Z C F C

E \Y O T E E P A R A

e MLA e campaign
e vote e ballot

e eligible e candidate
e government e election

__cj_‘
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People Scavenger Hunt

This activity is to get you thinking about the election and the election process

and share your knowledge with each other. The idea is for you to find the

answer to each question from a different person and record both the answer and

the person you got it from on the scavenger hunt grid. The "winner" is the first

person to complete the scavenger hunt.

Name a candidate who is

Name the current

What is the date of the '
election? running in your Premier.
constituency.
Answer: .
Answer: Answer:
Name: .
Name: Name:
How long do you have to Name the current MLA

Make up your own
question:

live in the NWT before
you can vote?

for your constituency.

Answer: Answer: Answer:

Name: Name: Name:

How old must you be to How often are elections How many MLAs are

vote? held in the Northwest there in the NWT?
Territories?

Answer: Answer: Answer:

Name: Name: Name:

NWT Literacy Council
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Constituency Map

Look at the constituency map below.

How many constituencies are there in the NWT?

Which constituency do you live in?
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Track the Candidates

Being a candidate in an election is like applying for a job. Candidates in an
election try to sell themselves to the electors, just like you try to sell yourself to

potential employers.

Your job will be to track the candidates during the election from the beginning of
the campaign until the election to see how a job applicant becomes a hired
employee. You will keep track of the major issues and how the candidates stand
on these issues.

1. Who are the candidates running in your constituency?

2. Who is the incumbent (person who held the job last, if there is

one).

3. Contact Elections NWT for a list of all the candidates and their addresses.
You can use this information to send letters to the candidates.

4. Which candidates do you think get the most media attention? Why?

5. Do you know anything at all about these candidates? What? Make a list of

anything you know or assume about them.

15
-‘\U“
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6. Where did you get the information you listed above? From the media? From

your family?

More Election Ideas!
e Make a poster that describes the issues of each candidate.
e Make a poster about the person who is running for MLA

e Make a Venn diagram comparing issues or candidates.

Election Simulation Kit

You can order a complete election simulation kit from Elections Canada and
work through the election process with the learners. This is an excellent
opportunity to see how an election works and the various tasks involved in an

election.

Election News Board

Encourage learners to bring in news clippings and information from home to
discuss with the class. The news board could be divided into areas for different

candidates or issues as well as a general section.

Word List

In this unit learners will come across a lot of election specific jargon. You may
also choose to have these words on display possibly with their definitions. This

can be built up as the unit progresses and these words are discussed.

NWT Literacy Council
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To Vote or Not? A Survey

Many countries around the world are troubled by the fact that many people
don't exercise their right to vote. What about your classmates, friends and
family? Do a small survey among your friends and family. What reasons do
they give you for voting or not voting? (Make two lists). What about you

personally?

To Vote or Not?

Reasons for voting Reasons for not voting

NWT Literacy Council
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Why Vote?
You want to convince a friend that she should vote. She says that as a single
parent she's too busy with her job, her ABE classes, and raising her three school-
age children (ages 7, 12, and 16) to have time to think about the election. In
addition to this stressful situation, one of her children has a chronic illness, and

her family lives in a small community away from medical care for her child.

What would you say to her? What kinds of issues might motivate this woman to

vote? What arguments might you use to encourage your friend to vote?

NWT Literacy Council
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Election Scavenger Hunt

Your task is to hunt through newspapers and other news resources for election-

related news, photos, editorials, and more.

Try to find some of these items about the election:

e News articles about an important issue in the election

e News articles about an individual candidate's campaign

e Photographs about the election

e Editorial cartoons that relate to one of the candidates

e Editorial cartoons that relate to one of the campaign issues

e Election ads or a flyers for candidates from a news source or campaign

office

Make an election news board where you can post all your
class findings and news clippings.

NWT Literacy Council
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What Are the Important Issues?

Learners determine the most important issues of the current campaign for their

community and for the Northwest Territories.

1. Brainstorm a list of important issues the next government will face.

2. Ask the learners to vote to narrow those issues to a list of the five most

important ones. (Each learner can vote for three issues.)

3. Then hold another vote. Have each learner vote for the single issue that he or

she feels is the most important issue.

4. Ask each learner to create a graph to represent that final vote.

My Community My Constituency The NWT

NWT Literacy Council

20



Northwest Territories General Election

Here are some issues that are important to people in the
NWT

e Education - school and adult education
e Jobs and economic development

e Recreation facilities

¢ Housing availability and affordability

e Elder Abuse

¢ Increases in power and gas prices

e Drug and alcohol abuse and treatment
e Health care in communities

¢ Land and wildlife

e Poverty

What issues are important to you?

NWT Literacy Council

21



Northwest Territories General Election

How Do People Decide Whom To Vote For?

This activity is to help you identify ways in which people get their information

on candidates and decide how useful these sources are.

There are two way of thinking about voting. Which kind do you think most

elections are decided by?

Prospective Voting means "forward-looking.” This is when voters look carefully
at the candidates and think about how their future will be if they vote for each

person. This type of voting requires looking closely at the ISSUES.

Retrospective Voting means "backward-looking." How have things been in
recent years? If the answer is good, then the voter is likely to re-elect the
incumbents. If the answer is not so good, then the voter is likely to vote for the

challengers.

Brainstorm a list of reasons a voter might vote for the incumbent or the

challenger.

22
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The Brainstorm
How do people get their information about the candidates? Brainstorm a list of

as many places you can think of where people get their political information.

The Interview
Talk to people in your community about where they get their information about

candidates.

The Questions
As you are interviewing people, think about these questions. You will discuss

them as a class after all the interviews have been completed.

1. How do you think the source of information might affect the way people
vote?

2. What do you think is the most effective source of information for the
candidates?

3. What is the most useful source for the voters?

4. Are you happy with the information you are getting from these sources?
Do you think that the kinds of information available now will help you to
make a well-informed choice?

23
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Some suggestions for where you might find information on candidates.

e TV News

e Newspapers

e Family

e Friends

e Radio

e Campaign Ads - How many different mediums do these come in?
o TV

Billboards

Yard signs

Buttons

Bumper stickers

Speeches

Public appearances
o All Candidate’s Meetings

e (Campaign Literature

© O O O O O

e Internet
e C(Candidate web pages
e Candidate campaign offices
e Magazines
What are the differences and similarities between these sources?

Try to find the same information in several difference sources. Are there

different biases in different sources?

NWT Literacy Council
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Types of Ads

You will learn to recognize different types of ads and understand why

candidates may choose to use these types of advertisements in their campaigns.

There are four main types of ads:

1.
2.

Negative - One candidate portrays the other in an unfavorable light.

Warm and Fuzzy - Candidates make the voters feel good about the
country or his/her campaign.

Humorous - Candidates elicit a laugh or smile from the viewer.

Scary - Candidates suggests images of fear (usually combined with a
negative ad).

Can you think of examples that fit into each of the four types? After you have

closely looked at some political ads, answer the following questions.

1.
2.
3.

What are the key messages in each advertisement?
Which type of ad was more memorable? Why?

Which do you think would be most effective in convincing viewers to vote
for (or against) a candidate?

Did you learn from the ads? Did they help you to decide which candidate
to support?

What do all types have in common? Do they give factual information or do
they evoke an emotional response?

During which programs (radio/TV) do the ads play? What time of the day
do you see the most ads?

What are the limitations of a 30 second commercial?

How important is a candidate's look in these ads? What type of image are
they trying to create?

NWT Literacy Council
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9. If you were the campaign manager for a candidate in your constituency,
what type of ad would you try to create?

NWT Literacy Council
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Campaign Promises
Your task is to find out what the major issues are in the election and learn what

each candidate feels about this issue.

What is a campaign promise? What influences the claims candidates make

during the election?

Issue Candidate Their Position or Solution

NWT Literacy Council
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Learners Take Actions for Literacy!

Here are some ways that you as an adult learner can make a difference in literacy
and essential skills.

Learners Lobby for Literacy

1. Send a personal letter to each candidate in your area. Use the sample
provided, or write your own. Tell each candidate why literacy is important to

you.

2. Attend official campaign events. Talk to people at the event about literacy.
Bring copies of our ‘Literacy Facts in the NWT” with you and hand them out

to people at the event.

3. Attend the “All Candidates” meeting in your community. If people in the
audience are allowed to ask the candidates questions, ask a question about

issues that are important to you. (Sample questions provided)

4. Take part in radio call-in programs with the candidates. Be sure to phone in

with questions and information related to issues that are important to you.

5. If you are in a literacy program, invite the candidates to a forum in your
program. Come up with questions to ask the candidates about issues that are

important to you.

6. Volunteer to work on the campaign of one of your local candidates. You can
offer to stuff envelopes or deliver campaign literature door to door. Use your

contacts with the candidate and his or her workers to talk about literacy.

29
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Sample Questions for Candidates about Literacy and

Essential Skills

Here are some sample questions that you can ask the candidates. They are about

literacy and essential skills and what the candidate will do to improve literacy in

the NWT.

You can get ideas from these questions to make up questions about other

important issues in your community.

D)

2)

3)

4)

Approximately 42% of adults in the NWT do not have the literacy and
essential skills that they need to function at work and in their
communities. If elected, what will you do to ensure opportunities for

people to improve their literacy and essential skills?

Many adult learners face many financial barriers when they return to
school. What will the government do to strengthen financial support for

adult learners?

Many adult learners in the NWT are also parents. How will you ensure

that quality, affordable childcare is available to them?

Many adults who would like to upgrade their skills are not able to do so
because they are not able to leave their families and home communities for
long periods of time. What are your ideas for providing more

opportunities for these people to improve their skill levels?

NWT Literacy Council
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5) There are nine official aboriginal languages in the NWT. What will you do

to support aboriginal language literacy in the NWT?

6) The graduation rate in the NWT is much lower than the national average.
What can be done to encourage and support youth to stay in school and
graduate from grade 12, giving them an education that allows greater

choices for the future?

Make up your own questions about issues that are important to you!

NWT Literacy Council
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Sample Letter (from alearner to a candidate)
Your Address

Today’s Date

Candidate’s Name

Candidate’s Address

Dear Candidate:

Did you know that one in five adults in the Northwest Territories have major
difficulty with reading or writing? I am one of those adults, and I will be voting
in the upcoming territorial election. Right now people like me have few
opportunities to improve our skills.

I want to know what you will do, if elected, to improve opportunities for people
like me to develop our literacy and essential skills? Your answer will help me
decide how to vote in the election.

I hope to hear from you soon.

Yours truly,

32
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Lobbying a Candidate

Excuse me, please. May I talk with you for a moment?

(If you are lobbying a candidate by phone you could say, “Hello. May I please talk to

or their assistant.)”?

My name is , and I'm representing learners from

(college or organization).

1. If you are elected would you please support (name issue)

2. This is important because (give your ‘needs statement” — your reasons for

supporting or opposing this)

3. Our solution is (tell how supporting or opposing this would help your cause)

33
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4. Do you have any questions or suggestions? (write down any questions or

suggestions the candidate has)

5. May I please have your support? Q YES Q NO 0 MAYBE

6. Thank you very much for your time.

Name of Candidate Constituency

NWT Literacy Council
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Literacy Facts in the NWT

What is literacy?

Literacy is how people understand and use information. It is how they read,
write, and use numbers and communication technology (computers, phone, fax,
email and social networking). People communicate and use information with

every group of people they meet: at work, at home, and in their community.

Essential skills are the skills needed for work, learning and life. They provide
the foundation for learning all other skills, help people in their jobs and help

them adapt to workplace change.

Low literacy is when people don’t have the literacy skills they need to do these

daily tasks. They have trouble reading, writing, and using numbers.

What is Adult Basic Education?

Adult basic education is any program that helps people get ready for post-
secondary training or employment. Adult basic education is learning to read,
write and use numbers and information technology. It is life skills, career

planning, upgrading in specific subjects, or work training and experience.

How is literacy measured in the NWT?

The best measure we have of adult literacy levels is through the International
Adult Literacy and Skills Survey (IALSS), which was last conducted in 2003.

This is the first time that the NWT was included in this survey. IALSS measured

35
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how well people can understand and use printed information in their daily lives

and measured skills in four different areas:

e Prose literacy — the knowledge and skills people need to understand and

use information from texts like newspapers, brochures and instruction
manuals.

Document literacy - the knowledge and skills people need to understand
and use information from things like job applications, payroll forms, maps,
tables, diagrams and charts.

Numeracy - the knowledge and skills people need to work with numbers
in different situations like balancing their bank account, figuring out a tip,
working out interest on a loan or filling out an order form.

Problem - solving - the knowledge and skills people need to understand

and solve problems.

Literacy skills are defined by levels. Level 1 is the lowest and level 5 is the

highest.

Level 1 means a person has difficulty dealing with any printed material.
Level 2 means a person can deal with material that is clear and well laid
out.

Level 3 means a person can understand and use the information that they
need for daily life.

Levels 4 and 5 mean that a person can understand and use complex

written information.

NWT Literacy Council
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Level 3 is the level that experts believe people need to get a job in today’s
knowledge-based world. Ideally, the average literacy score should be level 3 or

above.

What are the levels of English literacy among NWT adults?

The IALSS results tell us that in the NWT:

e 42.5% of working aged adults (16 — 65) had an average prose literacy score
below level 3. That’s more than 4 out of 10 people.

e About half of the working age adults (16 — 65) had an average numeracy
score below level 3.

e Just over 70% of working age adults had an average problem-solving score

below level 3.

It also tells us that there is a huge gap between the scores of the Aboriginal and

non-Aboriginal populations.

e 70% of the non-Aboriginal population scores at level 3 or above. About
30% were at levels 1 & 2.
e The exact opposite is true for the Aboriginal population. 69% scored

below level 3. 31% scored at level 3 or above

It is important to remember that the literacy scores for the Aboriginal population
relect, at least in part, the fact that many Aboriginal people speak English as a
second language and that until more recently, many had limited access to formal

schooling.

NWT Literacy Council
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You can get more information on literacy in the Northwest Territories by going

to the NWT Literacy Council web site and downloading:

IALSS Info Series #1
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/TALSSinfoseries-1.pdf

IALSS Info Series #2
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/TALSSinfoseries-2.pdf

Literacy and Families

http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandFamilies.pdf

Literacy and Health
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandHealth.pdf

Literacy and Youth
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/Literacyand Youth.pdf

Literacy and the Workforce
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandtheWorkforce.pdf

Literacy and Unemployment

http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandUnemployment.pdf

Literacy and the Economy

http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandtheEconomy.pdf

NWT Literacy Council
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http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/IALSSinfoseries-1.pdf
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/IALSSinfoseries-2.pdf
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandFamilies.pdf
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandHealth.pdf
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandYouth.pdf
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandtheWorkforce.pdf
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandUnemployment.pdf
http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/litfacts/LiteracyandtheEconomy.pdf
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